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Homicide 

• Homicide is the killing of one human being by 

another 

Homicide 

Lawful 

Justifiable Excusable 

Unlawful 

Murder
Culpable 
homicide 



Justifiable homicide 

• It is justified in the circumstances which led 

to the killing of the person 

• This may occur in :

1. In the administration of justice, like 

executive of sentence of death

2. The maintenance of justice : eg a woman 

who kills a man attempting to rape her. 



Excusable homicide 

• Caused unintentionally by an act done in 

good faith 

1. killing in self defence when attacked

2. Causing death by accident or misadventure 

3. Death following a lawful operation 

4. Homicide committed by an insane person 



Unlawful homicide 

• killing of a human being is done with “malice 
a forethought” 

• two ingredients of “actus reus and Mens

Rea” should work together to constitute this 
crime.

Types are culpable homicide- amounting to 

murder and not amounting to murder

Rash or negligent act resulting in death 



Culpable homicide 

• Culpable homicide is causing death by doing 

an act 

1. With the intention to cause death

2. With the intention of causing such bodily 

injury as is likely to cause death

3. With the knowledge that such an act is likely 

to cause death 



Illustrations 

• A lays sticks and turf over a pit, with the 

intention thereby causing death, or with the 

knowledge that death is likely to be thereby 

caused.

• Z, believing the ground to be firm, treads on 

it, falls in and is killed. 

• A has committed the offence of culpable 

homicide.



• A knows Z to be behind the bush, B does not 
know it. 

• A, intending to cause the death, or knowing it 
to be likely to cause Z’s death, induces B to 
fire into the bush. 

• B fires and kills Z.  

• Here B may be guilty of the no offence, but A 
has committed the offence of culpable 
homicide.



• A, by shooting at a fowl with the intent to kill 

and steal it, kills B , who is behind the bush; A 

not knowing that he was there.

• Here, although A was doing an unlawful act, 

he was not guilty of culpable homicide, as he 

did not intent to kill B, or to cause death by 

doing an act that he knew was likely to cause 

death. 



• A person who causes bodily injury to another 

who is laboring under a disorder, disease or 

bodily infirmity, and thereby accelerates the 

death of that other, shall be deemed to have 

caused death. 

• The connection between the act and death 

caused thereby must be direct and distinct, 

and though not immediate it must not be too 

remote.



Culpable homicide amounting to murder 

• Act is done with the intention to cause death 

• With the intention the cause such a bodily 

injury which is likely to cause death 

• Causing bodily injury which is sufficiently in 

the ordinary course of nature to cause death 

• If he commits the act, and knows that is 

immediately dangerous, and must in all 

probability cause death 



Culpable homicide does not amount to murder 

• If the act by  which the death is caused is done 

 under grave and sudden provocation 

 In good faith of the right of private defence of 

person or property 

For the advancement of public justice

Without premeditation 

When the person above the age of 18 years 

takes the risk of death with his own consent 



• Example : during  a quarrel or scuffle a man 

may die from the effects of a natural disease 

• It has to be proved that the assailant was 

unaware about the existence of the disease 

process in the victim, and that the same 

injury would not have killed an ordinary 

healthy man. 



• Sec 302IPC: Punishment for murder- death or 

imprisonment for life, and also fine 

• Sec 304IPC: punishment for culpable 

homicide not amounting to murder 

• Sec 304-A IPC : causing death by a rash or 

negligent act 

• Sec 306 IPC : Abetment to suicide 

• Sec 307 IPC : attempt to murder 

• Sec 309IPC : attempt to commit suicide 



Injury and Hurt 

• Injury- defined according to section 44 IPC

“ any harm whatever illegally caused to any 
person in body, mind, reputation or 

property”

• Hurt : defined according to section 319 IPC 

“ hurt means bodily pain, disease or infirmity 
caused to any person. 



Grievous Hurt (Sec 320 IPC) 

• Any of the following injuries are grievous 

1. Emasculation 

2. Permanent privation of sight of either eye

3. Permanent privation of hearing of either ear

4. Privation of any member or joint

5. Destruction or permanent impairing of the 

power of any member or joint 



6. Permanent disfiguration of head or face

7. Fracture or dislocation of a bone or tooth 

8. Any hurt which endangers the life, or which 

causes the victim to be in severe bodily pain, 

or unable to follow his ordinary pursuits for a 

period of 20 days.



Emasculation 

• Depriving a male of masculine vigour

• Fracture pelvis with injury to the 

parasympathetics

• Injury to the sacral segments of the spinal 

cord 

• Testes removed before puberty, impotence is 

a rule 



Permanent privation of sight of either 

eye

• Permanent loss of vision 

• Caused by gouging out of the eyes, poking 
eyes, chemicals

• Vitriolage

• Does not mean it is not incurable 



Permanent privation of hearing of 

either ear

• Deprivation of sense of hearing

• Blow on the head or the ear

• Blows which injure the tympanum or audito

ry nerves 

• Thrusting something or pouring hot liquid

• Blast effect



Privation of any member or joint

• Member means an organ or a limb being a 

part of the man capable of performing a 

distinct function

• Includes eyes, ears, nose, mouth, hands 



Destruction or permanent impairing of 

the power of any member or joint 

• Use of limbs and joints of the body are very 

essential 

• Deprivation causes lifelong crippling and 

makes a person  defenceless and miserable 



Permanent disfiguration of head or face 

• Disfigure in this section means to cause some 

external injuries which detracts from his 

personal appearance, but does not weaken 

him

• Cutting off a man’s nose and ears 

• Branding on a girl’s cheeks 



Fracture or dislocation of a bone or tooth

• It should not be necessary that a bone should 

be cut through and through, or there should 

be a displacement of the fractured fragments 

• Mere break in continuity of  bone 

• Mere looseness of the tooth will not amount 

to dislocation 

• It has to be proved that the tooth was not 

originally loose 



• Any hurt which endangers the life, or which 

causes the victim to be in severe bodily pain, 

or unable to follow his ordinary pursuits for a 

period of 20 days.



• A mere stay of 20 days in the hospital does 
not make the injury grievous, unless the 
injured person was in severe bodily pain, or 
unable to follow ordinary pursuits for a 
period of 20 days.  

• Ordinary pursuits signify, day to day personal 
acts of an individual, or his vocations like 
attending the call of the nature, taking food 
or bath, wearing clothing



Dangerous injuries 

• These are injuries which cause imminent 

danger to life, either by involvement of the 

important body structures, or extensive 

surface  of the body.



Simple hurt 

• As such not defined under IPC 

• “ It may be defined  as one which is neither 
extensive nor serious and which heals 

rapidly”



Section 324-326IPC
• Voluntarily causing hurt and grievous hurt by 

dangerous weapons or means

“ Dangerous weapons or means include any 
instrument for shooting, stabbing or cutting 
or any instrument, which when used as a 
weapon of offence is likely to cause death; 
fire or any heated substance; poison or any 
corrosive substance, explosive substance or 
any substance which is harmful to the human 
body to inhale, to swallow, or to receive into 
the blood or by means of any animal”



Section 351 IPC 

• An assault is an offer, attempt or threat to 

apply force to body of another in a hostile 

manner. 

• It may be a common assault or with the 

intent to murder.



Dowry death 

• Newly married girls are abused, harassed, 

cruelly treated and tortured and sometimes 

murdered 



Sec 304-B IPC (Dowry death)

• Where the death of a woman is caused by 

any burn or bodily injury or occurs otherwise 

than under normal circumstances within 

seven years of her marriage and it is shown 

that soon before death she was subjected to 

cruelty or harassment by her husband or any 

other relative of her husband for….. 



….. or in the connection with, any demand for 
dowry, such a death will be called ‘dowry 
death’ and such husband or relative shall be 
deemed to have caused her death.

• Punishment with imprisonment of not less 

than 10 years, but which may extend to life 

imprisonment 



Sec 498-A IPC

• Whoever being the husband or the relatives 
of the husband, subjects such woman to 
cruelty shall be punished with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to three years 
and shall also be liable to fine.

• Sec 113A and 113B IEA deal with 
presumption as to abetment of suicide by a 
married woman, and presumption as to 
dowry death 



• Inquest must be conducted by the executive 

magistrate or by police officer not below the 

rank of DySP. 

• Autopsy report has to be signed by two 

doctors according to the home ministry 

circular 



Difference between ante mortem and post 

mortem wounds 

Trait Antemortem wounds Post mortem wounds 

Edges Swollen, everted and 

retracted and wound 

gapes

Edges do not gape, but 

are clearly 

approximated

Hemorrhage Abundant and arterial Slight , venous

Spurting Signs of spurting of 

arterial blood

No spurting of blood

Extravasation Cannot be removed by 

washing

Can be removed

Coagulation Firmly coagulated blood 

in wounds

No clotting of soft clot

Vital reaction Present Absent

Enzyme histochemistry Increased activity Diminished or no 

activity 



`

3. Enzyme histochemistry

ATPase, Esterase – 1 hour

Aminopeptidase – 2 hours

Acid phosphatase – 4 hours

Alkaline phosphatase, PMN cells – 8 hours

4. Wound biochemistry

Serotonine – peak within 10 minutes

Histamine  – peak within 20 – 30 minutes





Torture 



Torture 

The world medical association declaration of 

Tokyo (1975) defines torture as the 

deliberate, systemic or wanton infliction of 

physical or mental suffering by one or more 

person acting alone or on the orders of any 

authority, to force another person to yield 

information, to make a confession, or for any 

other reason.



Reason for torture

To obtain information

To force confession

To get a testimony incriminating others.

To take revenge

To spread terror in the society or a country

To destroy a personality



Types of torture 



Physical torture

.   Beating

• Beating can be done on various parts of body from 
head to toe, including genitals

• Rods, stick, chains, cables or similar objects

• Falanga - Suspending the victim upside down and 
then beating on soles.



Heat torture

• Burning by cigarettes, cigar, hot iron or 

flames especially on the concealed parts of the 

body. 
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Electric torture 

• Electric shock by putting the electrodes over 

the sensitive parts of the body such as nipples, 

genitals oral cavity, anal canal or arm pits etc, 

so that they cannot be detected easily.



Pulling and /or twisting of nail/ hair /tongue/ 

teeth/ breast/ genitals

Suspension 

Suspension includes suspending the person,   

either by hands or leg



Keeping person in an abnormal position

• The abnormal position can be standing, 

sitting or lying down



Irritant torture

• Some irritant substance may be applied 

either on the eyes or other delicate parts of 

body. 

• The person may be asked to walk on a thorny 

surface or broken glass bare footed. 
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Ear torture

• Ear torture includes beating both ears with 

the palms. This is known as telefona which 

causes rupture of tympanic membrane causing 

pain bleeding and hearing loss. 



Cold torture

• Cold torture is done by making a person to 

walk bare footed on ice (especially in winters) 

or submerging in ice cold water. These are 

some of the ways of cold torture.



Finger torture

• Pencil or similar object is put in between two 

fingers which are then pressed hard together.  



Mutilation 

• Mutilation is an extreme form of torture.



Pharmacological torture

• Pharmacological torture is giving various 

kinds of drugs and chemicals, producing 

unpleasant symptoms.



Asphyxial torture

Asphyxial torture is done by suffocating the 

person. 

• Wet submarine

• Dry submarine 







Psychological 
torture

Deprivation 
technique

Coercion 
technique

Communication 
technique



Deprivation technique

• Social deprivation-

• Sensory deprivation-

• Perceptual deprivation-

• Sleep deprivation

• Deprivation of basic needs



The coercion technique

• Signing of false statements.

• Coercion to commit blasphemous acts

• Coercion to witness torture of other victims.

• Coercion to torture other victims. 



Communication technique

The victim is mentally tortured by exposure 

to a variety of confusing, contradictory, or 

false communications, such as 

misinformation



Sexual torture 

• Sexual torture using instruments

• Sexual torture without the use of 

instruments 





• Freedom from torture is among the human 

rights contained in the United Nations’ 
‘universal declaration of human rights’. 

• Doctors are obliged by the Hippocratic oath, 

not to use their professional knowledge in 

order to harm the patients. 

Ethical aspect of torture  



• The Tokyo declaration states that a doctor 

must in no way, for any reason, take part in 

the practice of torture



NHRC guidelines

• All states and union territories should report 

any instance of custodial death within 24hrs of 

its occurrence. 

• All postmortem examinations done in respect 

of deaths in police custody and in jails should 

be video taped and sent to the commission 

along with postmortem report.



Role of forensic expert 

• The main question in this kind of death is 

whether death is suicidal, accidental or 

homicidal or purely natural. 

• A thorough meticulous autopsy should be 

carried out



Torture technique Physical findings 

Beating

1 General Scars, bruises, lacerations, 

multiple fractures at 

different stages of healing, 

especially in unusual 

locations, which have not 

been medically treated.

2 To the soles of the feet 

(falanga/falaka/bastinado) 

or fractures of bones of 

the feet

Haemorrhage in the soft 

tissues of the soles of feet 

and ankles. Aseptic necrosis. 



3 With the palms on both 

ears simultaneously

(el telephone)

Ruptured or scarred 

tympanic membranes. 

Injuries to the external ear.

4 On the abdomen, while 

lying on a table with the 

upper half of the body 

unsupported ( operating 

table , el quirofano)

Bruises on the abdomen. 

Back injuries. Ruptured 

abdominal viscera.

5 To the head Cerebral cortical atrophy, 

scars, skull fractures, 

bruises, haematomas.



Suspension 

6 By wrists (la bandera) Bruises or scars about the 

wrist. Joint injuries

7 By arms or neck Bruises or scars at the site of 

binding. Prominent lividity in 

the lower extremities



8 By ankles ( murcielago) Bruises or scars about the 

ankles. Joint injuries

9 Head down from a 

horizontal pole placed 

under the kness with 

wrists bound to the 

ankles 

( parrot’s perch, Jack, pau

de arara) 

Bruises or scars on the 

anterior forearms and backs 

of the kness. Marks on the 

wrists and ankles. 



Near suffocation 

10 Forced immersion of head 

in water, often 

contaminated (“wet 
submarine”, “pileta”, 
“latina”) 

Faecal material or other 

debris in the mouth, 

pharynx, trachea, esophagus 

or lungs. Intrathoracic 

petechiae.

11 Tying of plastic bag over 

the head ( “dry 
submarine”) 

Intra- thoracic petechiae



Sexual abuse

12 Sexual abuse Sexually transmitted disease, 

pregnancy. Injuries to 

breasts, external genetalis, 

vagina, anus or rectum.



Forced posture 

13 Prolonged standing

(el planton)

Dependent edema. Petechiae in 

the lower extremities

14 Forced straddling of a bar 

(“saw horse”. “El cabellete”).
Perineal or scrotal hematomas.



Electric shock

15 Cattle prod (la picana ) Burns: appearance depends 

on the age of the injury. 



17 Heated metal skewer 

inserted into the anus

( black slave)

Perianal or rectal burns



Miscellaneous 

18 Dehydration Vitreous humor electrolyte 

abnormalities

19 Animal bites (spiders, insects, 

rats, mice, dogs)

Bite marks 



Thank you 


